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Antietam National Battlefield Site (National Park Service)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 5 4D ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Burnside Bridge is located on the Antietam National Battlefield Site.
Now used as a foot bridge, the structure once carried the Sharpsburg-
Rohrersville Road (now Burnside Bridge Road) across the Antietam Creek
about one mile south of Sharpsburg in Washington County, Md.

The three—arched structure is constructed of coursed local limestone.
According to historians, it was built in 1836 by John Weaver at the cost
of $2300.1 Burnside Bridge spans the Antietam with three segmental arches
resting on piers which display rounded projectiomns at both the up and
downstream elevations. The arches are lined with uniformly cut radiating
voussoirs. The bridge shows evidence of some modern repoi ting and new
wooden coping tops its walls.

Burnside Bridge appears to be in excellent condition. It is listed
in the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Antietam
National Battlefield Site.

The Burnside Bridge Road has been relocated t6-bypads-thé bFidge ‘which
is open only to pedestrians. Also known as the Lower Bridge, the ‘Struc-
ture was the scene of a major portion of the military .actiomn of the ‘Civil

War Battle of Antietam fought September 17, 1862.

lWashington County Museum of Fine Arts, exhibition catalog, "Bridges:
Our Legacy in Stone," Hagerstown, Md.: August-September, 1965, p. 15.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

FI

. .Burnside Bridge is significant for its architecture, as an
example of the engineering skills of its builder and as an aid to
transportation in the county. The bridge has become particularly
outstanding for the role it Played in a crucial segment of the
Civil War Battle of Antietam resulting in the structure having been
included in the Antietam National Battlefield Site. As a part of
the National Park system, the bridge has been preserved as a monu-

ment to the people who fought at Antietam thus receiving social and

~educational significance. HE Lt ane L SRR ETR S

i

-Further information on the bridge is in the files of the National

- Register of Historic Places. SR
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Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, exhibition catalog, "'Bridges:
Legacy in Stone," Hagerstown, Md., August-September, 1965.
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